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Summer is finally here! 
 

The Concerned Kids is happy to announce the end of another successful presentation      
season. We managed to bring our messages of prevention to approximately 6000 students in 
the GTA. We had a big change this year, welcoming new Executive Director, Ildiko Csermely, 
as well as some board level changes, including welcoming new directors John Lacey and  
Sahar Gaya, as well as saying goodbye to a member who had been on board since The  
Concerned Kidsô inception, Dennis Thacker.  
 

We would like to thank each and every volunteer who contributed to our cause this year. 
Every single individual showed a level of enthusiasm, energy, flexibility, and care to the role 
that they took on. We feel truly appreciative that you are all a part of our organization, and 
hope that you continue to volunteer with us in the coming seasons. 
 

We would also like to thank the schools who invite us to present to their students, and the 
students who are such fantastic audiences. 
 

And last but not least, thank you to our board of directors, who are also volunteers, and   
commit their valuable time, energy and expertise, to ensure that our organization runs well. 
With everyoneôs help we can to continue to grow and help the community to make it a better 
place for everyone. 

Our greatest    

natural resources 

are the minds of 

our children.  

- Walt Disney  

Osler Art Tour  

 
On April 14, 2010, The Concerned Kids 
organized an art tour of the Osler      
Contemporary Art Collection. The tour 
was guided by former partner and now 
art consultant Steve Smart who was    
instrumental in the acquisition of this   
collection. The tour featured works of  
artists such as Harold Klunder, Chris 
Cran and Evan Penny. It was a fantastic    
evening and The Concerned Kids       
managed to raise money to help fund our 
invaluable, interactive and educational programs. An extra special thanks to 
Pat Cochar and Pancheta Barnett for your help on the evening of the event. 

Left to right: Ildiko Csermely, Mark Albert and  
Program Coordinator, Erin Armstrong. 



Volunteer Contributions  

The theme for the volunteer contributions portion of this issue of The Concerned Kids Newsletter was 
ñThe best thing about volunteering with The Concerned Kids this year in 25 words or lessò Hereôs what 
some people had to say! 
 

Adrianna Prosser  
The best thing about volunteering is seeing the immediate acknowledgment that the kids get it - there is no good 
reason to be mean, violent, or prejudiced.  
and 
It was great to travel and bring TCK to new places in our home country, in Saskatchewan, where understanding 
and nurturing differences was a theme we loved to support! 
 

Alison Miller  

The best thing about volunteering with The Concerned Kids, well first being able to perform with such amazing 
puppets. Opportunities to use such well made puppets is rare. Also having such a appreciative audience in the 
children we visit. Kids between ages 6 and 12 are the most responsive to buying into the life of these characters. 
Working with great people is a bonus. You need just the combination of personalities to make the stories come to 
life and compliment each other. As well, it's great to expose and open discussion to such a important and difficult 
issues facing kids today. Thanks for making a great year. 
 

Dave Taglialatela  

The Best thing about volunteering this year is that I am more comfortable than last year and therefore more able 
to deliver a  performance of higher quality.   

(Continued on next page) 

Message from the Executive Director  

 
Did you know? 

 

The Concerned Kids presented 58 shows this school year, up 10 from last year. 
 

Over 6000 children saw our shows this school year. 
 

We have 62 Facebook fans. Check us out! 
 

Our volunteers put in about 600 hours of volunteer time to TCK. 
 

We traveled to Estevan Saskatchewan to present our Multiculturalism Program 
 

TCK has a new Board Chair: Kevin Rosen 
 

TCK has a new Treasurer: Sahar Gaya 
 

Through our Strategic Planning Initiative we have developed a new Vision for TCK:  
To be recognized as the leading resource for social awareness programs for children. 

 

 A new Mission Statement was also formulated:  
The Concerned Kids are life sized puppets that empower children to deal with important social issues.  

We deliver interactive puppets shows to help create a forum for discussion. 
 

The Bata Shoe Museum has become a Community Partner,  
and is helping us to stage a Signature Event in October. 

 

TCK is focusing on elementary schools in the Priority Neighbourhoods of Toronto. 
 

The Concerned Kids is a happening organization. Your contribution directly helps this happen. 
 

Thank you to all of you for your hard work, have a great summer. 
Ildiko Csermely 



Volunteer Contributions (continued)  
 
Pancheta Barnett  
This year has been extraordinary.  It was a pleasure to lead Bullies Team 2, a fantastic, 
fun and dynamic team of 8, Eddy Franklin, Robbie Jenkins, Clare Sanchez, Melody 
James, Brenda, Sara, Loren and Sarah.  I enjoyed getting 
to know the Bullies Team 2 and performing my new        
assignment. 
 
All of the schools we performed at turned out enthusiastic 
audiences of children, eager to participate in the plays and 
to learn.  They were the best. It is really good that The   
Concerned Kids bring this kind of awareness to schools. 
 
I also got confirmation that TCK truly is international when my daughter Rhonda, took 
her class of third graders on a field trip to learn about healthy eating from a team of 
Kids on the Blockðin Kuwait! 
 
This year I have concentrated more on the activities I really enjoy, especially upping my 
lawn bowling skills by coming out to the club 4 to 5 times a week to play, even at night.  
I won my first tournament about a month ago. Ssss-Hot! I like everything about the 
sport, the fun, the friends and winning.  On Victoria Day we wear blue and white and on 
Canada Day we wear red and whiteðAwesome sight!  
 
 
Last week I was honoured to officiate the wedding (one of many) of a 
couple outside of Gormley, Ontario. It was wonderful! 
 

 

I was also instrumental in getting Sir Henry Mill Pellatt his overdue plaque of honor, celebrating his 150 th birthday 
(1859 ï 2009) this past Autumn 2009. Another successful project completed. 
 
        I am also writing a book: LEASIDE the CROWN Ultimate .  
 
Looking forward to TCK August Barbecue.  See you there!  
 

Mark Albert  

It has been some 10 years now since I have been a volunteer with TCK.  There are so many "moments" shared 
with others since having been given that opportunity.  
  
There are the "moments" and the sound bites of the "Kids" we performed for.  Such sound bites as "you're     
awesome" and most importantly "what should I do if..." 
  
Then there are those special kinships you develop with those who volunteer alongside. I have real kinship to   
relate. The year that my son, Josh, lost his mother, he joined me by signing himself up to a part of the 
"Bereavement" presentation and then went on to do "Multiculturalism". Some years later we invited a new        
volunteer-puppeteer, Lois; who was a part-time principal at the time. Not satisfied to remain behind the scenes, 
she later accepted an invitation to marry me. 
  
These years have been filled with good people, some of whom are still on board, and the good experiences they 
brought to bear. Too many to put into a few paragraphs but enough to create indelible memories for a lifetime.   
 
Michele Senechal  

I like how the kids get so engaged in the puppets that they forget that we are there.  They are able to identify with 
the puppets and often relate their own stories.  The fact that all of our puppet team has experienced some form of 
bullying means that we are able to relate back to the kids and that is satisfying. .  We have fun as a team,    
sometimes playing basketball between shows. I look forward to another year of contributing to improving school 
life for kids. 

 



New Board Members  
 
John Lacey  

John is Managing Partner of Sugar Media, a boutique marketing and communications agency in Toronto that 
specializes in event and sponsorship marketing. With over 17 years of experience in the communications indus-
try, John is an accomplished marketing professional with a broad base of knowledge and skills from all marketing 
disciplines. 
 
John built his marketing acumen working at two of Canadaôs largest advertising agencies, McLaren McCann and 
Cossette Communications. Johnôs expertise is in sponsorship marketing ï using partnership and associations 
with sports, entertainment, community and culture to market brands to consumers. Throughout his career, John 
has had the opportunity to work with a wide range of tier-one brands including: General Motors, BMO, AMEX, 
Subway, Honda, Ontario Tourism, Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment, WIND Mobile, Bell, The Toronto Blue 
Jays, Hyundai, Unilever, Carlsberg and Ontario Lottery and Gaming. 
 
John lives in Toronto with his wife Meredith and three children, Jack, Téa and Juliette. John has a B.A. in English 
from the University of Western Ontario and an M.B.A in Marketing and Strategic Management from the Schulich 
School of Business at York University. 
 
Sahar Gaya  

Sahar is a senior financial analyst in the transfer pricing group at Ernst and Young, an accounting firm in Toronto. 
With over 7 years of experience in the accounting industry, Sahar is an accomplished accounting professional 
with a broad base of knowledge and skills from all accounting disciplines.  
 
Sahar moved with her young family to Toronto from Karachi, Pakistan in 2003. Before joining the accounting pro-
fession, Sahar taught accounting to high school and undergraduate students, and worked as a research analyst 
with Aurat Foundation, a not for profit organization for the empowerment of women in third world countries.  
Sahar lives in Toronto with her husband and two children. Sahar has a B.S.C. in Accounting and Finance from 
the University of London, U.K. and a C.G.A, with a specialization in auditing and taxation, from the Certified Gen-
eral Accountants of Ontario, Canada.  

From The Schools...  
 

This year, we worked hard to get as much feedback as possible from the Educators. We need feedback from 
our audience to know if our messages are really making their intended impact. Here is some of what they had to 
say. 

General Feedback  
 

Students were engaged and really thinking about their own experience. Love the overall puppet show and the 
diversity of the puppets. Really liked the end piece, where the kids could ask general questions about perform-
ance. (Primary Arts Teacher, Kingslake Public School) 
 

On the whole, it was very interesting for kids in the elementary section. Such events help us address crucial con-
cerns that can be dealt through kids' perspective. Great job. We all enjoyed it. (Principal, Madinatul Uloom Acad-
emy) 

When asked ñPlease tell us what you liked most about the programò. 
 

The topic itself is excellent. The way the puppets accepted and answered questions, outstanding! Puppeteers 
and puppets were fantastic! (Teacher, Orde Street Public School) 
 

Interactive - I liked the problem-solving situations ï solutions. (Teacher, St. John Vianney Catholic School) 
 

I liked the different scenarios and an opportunity to discuss questions and concerns soon after each perform-
ance. (Teacher, St. Edward Catholic School) 
 
 

The language was current and the kids were totally captivated. (Teacher, St. Aidan Catholic School) 

 



Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter! If you have any questions, 

comments, or would like to contribute to the next  issue of The Concerned Kids 

Newsletter, please email : erin@theconcernedkids.com.  

As well as a number of individual donors from the Community 

 
 

Kevin Rosen  , Chair  

Director, Customer Success  
Salesforce.com  

 
Sahar Gaya, Treasurer  
Senior Analyst 
Ernst & Young LLC 
 
John Lacey  

Managing Partner,  
Sugar Media Experiential Engineering 
 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  

 

Mark H. Albert   
Broker, RE/MAX Realtron Realty Inc., 
Brokerage 
 

Richard M. Borins   
Partner  
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP  
 

Rachel Hindson  

Associate Legal Counsel 
AGF Management Ltd. 
 

 

 
John McKernan   
Risk Manager  
Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP  
 

Stuart F. Mitchell, CA.CIRP   
Partner 
Farber Financial Group  

 
Ildiko Csermely               
Executive Director 
The Concerned Kids  

Jarvis & Associates, 

Marsh Canada, 

Percy R. Gardiner  

Foundation, 

Taiwanese Hakka Association, 

TCE Capital, 

Tippet Foundation, 

Toronto Professional Firefighters  

Association,  

Wells Fargo Business Credit 

 Jays Care  

Foundation 

Rotary Club of      
Toronto - Don Valley  

ACE INA Insurance, 

Alice and Murray Maitland    

Foundation, 

Ben and Hilda Katz Foundation, 

BMO Employee Foundation, 

Borden Ladner Gervais LLP, 

Callidus Capital Corporation, 

Cassels, Brock & Blackwell LLP, 

Final Image Inc., 

GCAN Insurance Company, 

OUR SPONSORS 
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