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FOCUS ON: MULTICULTURALISM IN TORONTO  
 

In 2010, we have already managed to reach more than 2400 children and youth at schools in the GTA 

with our valuable social messages about Bullies & School Safety and Multiculturalism: Celebrating 

Diversity.  

 

As the city of Toronto and surrounding areas continue to grow, organizations feel the pressure to    

continue to cater to the issues that our city is faced by; poverty, violence, and safety are some main 

concerns. We can try to counteract some of these issues by discussing empathy, equality, and            

understanding of others. These are some of the ideas presented in The Concerned Kidsô programs. 

 

The focus of this newsletter is to explore the change in our city, begin to think about how this will af-

fect the delivery of our programs, and how our programs could affect the changing population. 

Children are 

the world's 

most valuable 

resource and 

its best hope 

for the future 
 

-John Fitzgerald 

Kennedy 

PUPPETEER SKILLS POLISHING EVENING  
 

On Monday March 1, The Concerned Kids held a puppeteer skills polishing and 

education evening. The volunteers and staff enjoyed a potluck meal in the  

Community Rooms of the Loblaws at St. Clair Avenue West and Bathurst, and 

practiced projection and voice techniques, as well as a discussion about the 

most important part of our presentations, which is the Question and Answer  

period at the end of each skit. 
 

Puppeteers had a chance to share ideas and experiences with each other, and 

ask questions about issues that they may face in the schools. This evening also 

served the purpose of the debut of the 2010 Volunteer Manual, which is a  

handbook of all of the training documents, paperwork and information needed 

to be a successful TCK volunteer. We also gave out the Kids Help Phone      

resources that volunteers will be handing out at each performance. 
 

The evening was concluded with a presentation by our newest volunteers   

Stavros Stavropoulos and Karen Lloyd of a skit from their program:            

Multiculturalism: Celebrating Diversity.  
 

It was the first successful night of many educational evenings to come. Thanks 

to all who were able to attend this event! 



Visible minorities in GTA could double by 2031: StatsCan 
Brendan Kennedy  

Staff Reporter  
 
Visible minorities in Toronto and its surrounding municipalities could more than double in the next 20 years, mak-
ing up 63 per cent of the areaôs total population by 2031, according to astudy by Statistics Canada published 
Tuesday. 
 

The federal agency projects the number of visible minorities in the area to grow from 2.3 million in 2006 to 5.6 
million in 2031. The rest of the areaôs population is expected to increase by only 8 per cent. 
 

For the purposes of the study, StatsCan uses the census metropolitan area (CMA) of Toronto, which stretches 
from Oshawa in the east to Burlington in the west and Barrie in the north. Itôs similar, though not identical, to the 
Greater Toronto Area. 
 

According to the study, which projected the diversity of the population across Canada, Toronto would be home to 
43 per cent of all the countryôs visible minorities. 
 

The study, ñProjections of the diversity of the Canadian population,ò looked at five different population growth sce-
narios and found that in all cases, ñthe diversity of Canadaôs population will continue to increase significantly dur-
ing the next two decades.ò 
 

The proportion of foreign-born and visible minority populations in Canada are projected to grow from 16 per cent 
to 31 per cent of the total population. 
 

Canadian-born visible minorities are expected to increase ñrapidly,ò as the children and grandchildren of immi-
grants grow their families, the study states. 
 

Almost all visible minorities will live in cities, with the largest populations concentrated in Toronto, Vancouver and 
Montreal. 
 

The proportion of visible minorities are expected to double in almost all Ontario cities studied, including Barrie, 
Guelph, Hamilton, Kitchener, Oshawa and Peterborough. 
 

The projections are based on ñmedium assumptionsò of Torontoôs population growthïa middle ground between 
low- and high-growth scenarios that follow current demographic trends. 
 

StatsCan used the Employment Equity Act definition of visible minorities, which defines the group as ñpersons, 
other than Aboriginal peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour.ò 
 

The study was prepared for Canadian Heritage, Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, and Citizen-
ship and Immigration Canada. 
 
Published: Tuesday March 9, 2010 (http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/article/777143--visible-minorities-in-gta-could-double-by-2031

-statscan  

VOLUNTEER TRAINING: SPRING SESSION  
 

From January 11 to February 22, The Concerned Kids held our second volunteer 

puppeteer training session of the 2009-2010 season. Four volunteers emerged from 

this session: Karen Lloyd, Mahboobeh Moazzam, Rouya Khashei, and Stavros  

Stavropolous (seen at right). They were trained by fellow puppeteer and seasoned 

trainer, Adrianna Prosser. These four new and talented volunteers will make up a 

second Multiculturalism: Celebrating Diversity team and Violence, Gangs &  

Prejudice team. 

 

Congratulations and happy puppeteering! 

 

If you know anyone who may be interested in volunteering with The Concerned Kids,  

send us their info, or have them contact: info@theconcernedkids.com 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/100309/t100309a1-eng.htm
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/article/777143--visible-minorities-in-gta-could-double-by-2031-statscan
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/article/777143--visible-minorities-in-gta-could-double-by-2031-statscan


DID YOU KNOWé 
 

Nationally, 96% of the visible minority population live in a metropolitan area. 
 

Nearly half of the cityôs population (46%) are visible minorities, up from 42.8% in 2001. 
 

Almost 1 in 4 visible minority persons in Canada resides in Toronto 
 

The South Asian population has now exceeded the Chinese population as the top visible minority group in Toronto 
 

The top five visible minority groups (as defined by Statistics Canada) in Toronto were: South Asian (12.0% of our popu-

lation) Chinese (11.4%), Black (8.4%), Filipino (4.1%), Latin American (2.6%) 
 

Most Priority Areas have a higher than average number of at-risk populations: visible minorities, recent immigrants, and 
lone-parent families. 

 

Almost every priority area has a higher than average proportion of recent immigrants (arriving between 2001 & 2006) 
 

Toronto received almost one-quarter of all new immigrants to Canada between 2001 & 2006. 
 

12 of the 13 priority areas have low income rates higher than the city average. 

 

ñThe Priority Areas continue to be home to many of our most vulnerable - with growing numbers of children and seniors, 
along with high concentrations of new immigrants and visible minorities. These communities continue to show high rates of 

low-income and unemployment.ò 
 

All of this information, and more can be found at: www.toronto.ca 

From: http://www.toronto.ca/demographics/pdf/priority2006/priority_areas_with_neighbourhoods.pdf  

http://www.toronto.ca/demographics/pdf/priority2006/priority_areas_with_neighbourhoods.pdf


Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter! If you have any     

questions, comments, or would like to contribute to the next  issue of  

The Concerned Kids Newsletter, please email : erin@theconcernedkids.com.  
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Presenting a rare opportunity to view a private contemporary Canadian Art Collection 
 

Join us April 14, 2010 at First Canadian Place 63rd floor at 6:30 pm for a facilitated tour of the 
 

Osler Contemporary Art Collection 

���Œ�����š������ �]�v�� �š�Z���� �����Œ�o�Ç�� �í�õ�ô�ì�[�•�U�� �š�Z���� �K�•�o���Œ�� ���}�v�š���u�‰�}�Œ���Œ�Ç�� ���Œ�š����������������
Collection has been continually developed to showcase the 
most talented young and mid-career artists of their times.     
Included in this collection are: Harold Klunder, John Brown,    
Micah Lexies, Chris Cran, Suzy Lake, Evan Penny, Robert Houle 
as well as several other prominent Canadian Artists. 
 
The Osler Contemporary Art Collection has been exhibited     
recently at the McMichael Gallery as it demonstrates the        
importance of corporate collections in developing and            
supporting Canadian and Contemporary art. The Osler Art     
Collection was recently named Best Art Collection in a Canadian 
Law Firm by Precedents magazine. 
 
Join us for wine and cheese, followed by a guided tour from  
former partner and now art consultant Steve Smart who was 
instrumental in the acquisition of this collection. 

Portal by Martin Golland 
 

Runner Up Winner of the Royal Bank 
�}�(�������v�������[�•��2009 Emerging Artist 
Award. 

Art Tour Cost: $100 (Tax Receipts will be issued) 
 

To RSVP and purchase your ticket Click Here  
 

If you cannot attend but would like to make a donation to The Concerned Kids click here 

 
All proceeds from this event will benefit The Concerned Kids. Since 1989, The Concerned Kids has been       
dedicated to social education through the medium of interactive puppetry. We have reached 300,000 students 
to date in communities in and around Toronto. Currently our Bullies & School Safety and Multiculturalism:   
Celebrating Diversity programs are in great demand. To learn more about the Concerned Kids please visit our 
website at www.theconcernedkids.com.  


